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B2 First Reading and Use of English Part 5 
 

Teacher’s notes 
 

 
Aims of the lesson to give students an overview of the different question types in Part 5 of 

the B2 First Reading and Use of English Paper 
 

to raise awareness of how to approach this part 

 
Time needed 

 
30-45 minutes 

 
Materials required 

 
sufficient copies of the worksheet and sample task (included) 

 
Procedure 

 
1. Tell students that they are going to look at Part 5 of the B2 First Reading and Use of English paper. 

2. Give each student a copy of the worksheet and the sample task and ask them to do Exercise 1 – they 
should be able to get all the answers just by looking at the introduction to the sample task. Go 
through the answers. When you come to the answer to question 4 (Life on an Island), stress how 
important it is to use any information about the text. 

3. Brainstorm with the class what ‘life on an island’ would be like (e.g. lonely, isolated, peaceful, 
everyone would know who you were, etc …). Point out to the class that the brainstorming process 
you have just done is the sort of thing that they need to do when they are doing an exam as it helps 
to prepare the mind for what they are about to read. 

4. Now look at Exercise 2 on the worksheet. There are different types of question in this part of the test 
and in Exercise 2 there is a list of some of the different question types that might be used. As the 
language might be quite difficult for students in this exercise, put students into pairs or groups of 
three and get them to look at the questions in the sample task and match them to the different 
question types. Go through the answers and help students with any difficulties (see answers below 
and additional information). 

5. Now ask students to do the sample task and to think about how they are doing the task as they do 
it. When they have finished the sample task, ask them to complete Exercise 3 (After the task) on the 
handout. 

6. Go through the answers to the sample task then collect some feedback as to how students 
approached the tasks (by going through the answers to Exercise 3) and summarise the best 
approach tactics on the board. This is a very important stage, and is an opportunity to tell students 
how they should approach Part 5 (see key below for ideas). 
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Additional information 
 

Candidates must show detailed understanding of content and text organisation. Questions may focus 
on the main ideas or details on the text, and on the attitudes or opinions expressed. 
Candidates may also be asked to deduce the meaning of a word or phrase and demonstrate 
understanding of references, such as pronouns, within the text. Additionally, questions may focus on the 
tone of the text of the writer’s purpose, as well as the use of exemplification or comparison. 

 
 

Answers to the worksheet 
 

Exercise 1 
 

1. 4 
2. 6 
3. novels 
4. life on an island 

 
Exercise 2 (matching with question types) 

 
31. E 
32. F 
33. D 
34. C 
35. B 
36. G 

 
Key for sample task 

 
31. C 
32. D 
33. C 
34. A 
35. D 
36. C 
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Exercise 3 

 
1. It’s a good idea to read through the text before answering the questions as it gives candidates the chance 
to get an overview of what the text is about before focusing on the questions. This needs to be balanced 
against the time constraints of the test as candidates need to make sure they leave sufficient time to do each 
part. 
2. Yes – this can help if students are having problems with one particular question as they will be able to 
locate where the answer to this question should be. 
3. This is not the case for every question, but is the case for questions that involve looking for detail or 
specific information (for example, for question 36 ‘as I’d first thought’ helps candidates get to the answer C). 

 
4. It is more likely that options need to be eliminated. If candidates ‘spot’ an answer straight away, they 
need to read carefully around it to check that it is the correct answer and not distraction. 

 
5. Check with the class – for example, understanding words from context. 

 
6. Check with the class – perhaps timing. 

 
7. Read for pleasure; read different text types; Use graded readers to help with extensive reading skills 
and comprehension 
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B2 First Reading and Use of English Part 5–Student’s Worksheet 

 
Exercise 1 Have a look at the instructions at the beginning of the sample task and fill in the gaps to 
complete the summary of the task below. 

 

Summary of the Part 5 Task 
 

In this task, you must answer questions on a text by choosing one option from (1)  possible 
answers. 

 
There are (2)  questions. 

 
The texts used in this part are magazine and newspaper articles, extracts from (3)  , short 
stories and biographies. 

 
It is very important to read the instructions at the beginning of a task as they contain words that can help 
you prepare for the text you are about to read. The four most important words in the sample task 
instructions are (4)               

 

Exercise 2 There are many different types of question in this task. Look at the descriptions of some of the 
different question types (A-G) below. Can you find questions in the sample task that match these different 
question types? 

 
Match questions 31-36 with the question types A-G. There is one extra question type that you do not 
need to use. 

Question Types 
A. Detail deal with facts and ideas that are clearly stated in the text 
B. Reference test understanding of what a pronoun like ‘it’ means 
C. Purpose deal with the writer’s reason for saying something 
D. Attitude focus on the writer/character’s feelings or emotions 
E. Main idea look at the main focus of part of the text 
F. Implication deal with ideas that are not clearly stated in the text but are 

implied and are clear to the reader 
G. Gist often called global understanding – the reader needs to understand 

a large part of the text or the whole text to answer 
the question (this is usually the last question) 

 
Doing the task 
Now do the sample task. While you are doing the task, think about what you are doing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cambridgeenglish.org/footer/terms-and-conditions/


 

© UCLES 2008. This material may be photocopied (without alteration) and distributed for classroom use provided no charge is made. 
For f urther information see our Terms and Conditions. 

  5 

 
Exercise 3: After the task 

 
Now look at these questions about how you approached this task and consider your answers. 

1. Did you read through the whole text before you tried to answer the questions? 
 

2. Did the questions come in the same order as the information in the text? 
 

3. Did finding the answer to each question involve finding a single word or phrase in the text? 
 

4. Did you spot an answer straightaway or did you have to look at all the options and carefully 
eliminate the incorrect ones? 

 
5. What other things did you do? 

 
6. What did you find difficult about this task? 

 
7. How else can you practise for this task? 
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B2 First Reading and Use of English Part 5 – Sample Paper 
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31 In the first paragraph, what is Caitl in's main point aboul: the island? 

 
A It can be dangerous to try to cross from the mainland. 
B It is much smaller than it looks tom the ma inland. 
c It is only complete ly cut off at certain times. 
D It can be a diff icult place for people to live in. 

 
32 What does Caitl in suggest aoout her father? 

 
A His writing prevents him from doing things he 1Nant!; to with his family. 
B His Init ial reaction lo his son's request Is d ifferent from usual. 
C His true feelings are easily hiddenfrom his daughter. 
D His son's arriva l is one event he will ta ke time off fo r. 

 
33 Caitiin emphasis es. her feelings of disoomfo rt because she 

 
A Is em barrassed that she doesn't uooerstand what her brother is talking aoout 
B feels confused about 'Nhy she can't relate to her brother any more. 
C is upset by the unexpected change in her brothe r's behaviour. 
D feels foolish that her brofhMs attention is so important to her. 

 

34  In the fourth paragraph, what is Caitl in's purpose in describing the island? 
 

A. to express her positive feelings about it 
B to explain how the road was built 
C to illustrate what kind of weather was usual D
 to describe her journey home 

 
35 In 'because of that' in line 31, 'that' refers to the fact that 

 
A locals think It is odd to walk anywhere. 
B it is easier for peopie to take the bus than w alk. 
C people have everything they need on the island. 
D there Is nowhere in part cular to walk to from the Is land. 

 

36  What do we learn about Caitlin's reactions 1D the boy? 
 

A. She felt his air of oonfidenoe contrasted with his physical appearance. 
B She was able to come up with a reason for him being the re. 
C She realised her first imp ression of him was inaccurate. 
D She thought she had seen him somew here before. 
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