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B2 First Reading and Use of English Part 7 
 
Teacher’s notes 

 
 
Aims of the lesson 

 
• to give students an overview of the different skills required in 

Part 7 and to raise their awareness of how to approach this 
part of the exam 

 
Time needed 

 
40-60 minutes 

 
Materials required • handout 

• sample part 7 task (one for each student) 

 
Procedure 

 
1. Write on the board 

Skimming Scanning 

Elicit from the class what these are (reading skills). 

2. To test that students have the correct understanding of these skills, read out the following 
scenarios and ask them to tell you which reading skill is required in each case. 

• You are looking at a bus timetable and you want to find out what time the next number 49 bus 
departs. (scanning) 

• You are about to go into a seminar, but you haven’t looked at the lecture notes because 
they’re very long – you have 5 minutes before the lecture starts. (skimming) 

Note that there is a visual representation of these two skills in ‘Additional Information’ below if you 
think it would be helpful to explain the skills. 

 
3. Ask students to work in pairs and think of other situations when they might use these skills then get 

them to feed back to the class. 
 

4. Tell students they are going to look at Part 7 of the B2 First Reading and Use of English paper. 
 

5. Give each student a copy of the worksheet and ask them to read the introduction. 
 
 
 

http://www.cambridgeenglish.org/footer/terms-and-conditions/


 

© UCLES 2008. This material may be photocopied (without alteration) and distributed for classroom use provided no charge is made. 
For f urther information see our Terms and Conditions. 

  2 

 
6. Give them a copy of the sample question. Ask the students NOT to attempt the task, but to read the 

instructions and to look at how the information is organised on the page. In pairs or small groups, ask 
students to discuss how they are going to attempt this task. Monitor and give assistance if necessary. 
It’s very useful to see how each student approaches these tasks. If appropriate, prompt them by 
asking: 

 
• How many times are you going to read the text? 
• What reading skill are you going to use (skimming or scanning)? 

 
7. Refer students back to the worksheet. Ask them to complete the gapped text with the words from the 

box. 
 

8. Check answers in class, and ask students how the advice differs from their own strategies. This is a 
very important stage and is an opportunity to tell students how they  should approach Part 7. 

 
9. Students now attempt the task in pairs. Encourage them to discuss each question, ensuring that they 

are following the strategy set out in the text. Set a time limit of 30 minutes. 
 

10. Check the answers to the tasks and deal with any queries. 
 

Additional information 
 
Summary of advice for teachers – Part 7 

 
• Train your students to read quickly and locate specific information. 
• Set students time limits for long texts. 
• Train students to scan for specific information. 
• Train students to use textual clues when scanning. 
• Train students to start by looking at the prompts. 
• Teach your students how to recognise paraphrasing. 
• Train students to beware of ‘word-spotting’. 
• Use a range of authentic texts such as timetables, menus, brochures, advertisements, etc. in the 

classroom. 
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The important thing is that you clean your equipment before you pack it away. If any bacteria are 

present then this could affect your experiment the next time you use the equipment. 

 
Skimming and Scanning 

You may want to give a visual representation of these skills – the following may help some 
students (particularly visual learners) understand the skills. 

 

 Monday Tuesday 

1pm cooking tennis 

2pm basketball English 

3pm maths music 

4pm music free time 

5pm free time excursion 

 
Here you could elicit the skill being used and the question being asked. (scanning; What is 
happening on Tuesday at 4pm?) 

 
 

Again elicit the skill and what is being focused on 

(skimming; key words) 
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B2 First Reading and Use of English Part 7 Worksheet– answer keys 

Key to Student’s worksheet 
 
1) scanning 
2) compare 
3) skim 
4) information 
5) scan 
6) carefully 
7) several 

 
 
Key to Sample Task 
43. A   44. D  45.B 46. D  47.B 48.A 49.C 50.B 51.C 52. D 
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information compare skim 

scan carefully several scanning 

 
B2 First Reading and Use of English Part 7 Activity– Student’s worksheet 

What do you have to do in this task? 
In this task, candidates match prompts to elements in the text (multiple matching). 

 
What texts are used? 
newspaper or magazine articles, leaflets and brochures 

What text types are used? 
informative and descriptive texts 

 
What skill is being tested? 
identifying and selecting information and comparing information 

 
Exercise 1 

 
Read the following text which contains advice for candidates for Part 7. Complete the gaps with a word from 
the box below. 
 
 

 
 
The main strategy that candidates should use when attempting Part 7 of the Reading and Use of English 
paper is 1) .......................... Once candidates think they have found the location, other skills are 
necessary. They will have to read that section more intensively and 2) ...................it with the question so 
they can decide whether the question is an accurate paraphrase of the text. 

 
Candidates may like to 3)............... through the text(s) quickly first to have an idea of their content, but 
they shouldn’t be concerned with a detailed understanding of the whole text initially. Candidates need to 
focus mainly on the 4) ............................ they are required to find. 

 
An effective way to tackle the task is to look at a prompt and then 5) .................. the paragraphs for the 
section of text which seems to be close in meaning. Candidates must be aware that they need to look for 
paraphrases and similar meanings, not the repetition of individual words (‘word spotting’). 

 
The main skill is to read quickly to find specific information. Detailed understanding is only required of small 
sections, so it is more efficient to locate these sections quickly and then check them 6)……… . 

Once you have been over the text 7) .................times, it becomes easier to locate where the target 
information might be held. 
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B2 First Reading and Use of English Part 7–Sample Task 
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